
Homework #6 
 
 
Read Chapter 7 (pages 143 - 161).  Answer these questions on notebook paper.  

Mexico 
1. Name the two major mountain ranges that run through Mexico. 

2. What is between the mountain ranges? 

Panama 
3. What is an isthmus? 

4. Why did the United States construct the Panama Canal? 

5. Watch this animation to see how the canal works: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoQ7RHyG-EA  

6. Time lapse video of Panama Canal trip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fA-
pnN54uPw&feature=iv&src_vid=-vi19z4LEi0&annotation_id=annotation_655031  

 
Mexico & Central America 

7. List six resources found in Mexico. 

8. How have Mexico and some Central American countries interpreted America’s efforts to 
encourage democracy and prosperity in their countries. 

9. What kind of governments do most in this region have? 

10. What kind of political problems does Mexico have? 

11. Look up on the internet:  Who is the current president of Mexico? 

12. What is a maquiladora? 

13. How important is tourism to Mexico?  

14. List four agricultural products grown in Central America. 

15. What are the main economic activities in the Lesser Antilles. 

16. What is the most common language spoken in this region? 

17. What are mestizos? 

18. Compare the population graph for Mexico on page 154 to the population graph for the US on page 
88.  How are they different?  Why is Mexico’s graph like this? 

19. List three environmental problems in Mexico and Central America. 

20. The Danza de los Voladores (Dance of the Flyers) is an ancient ceremony still performed in some 
part of Mexico. The ceremony was supposed to bring rain for the crops.  Watch the video of the 
ceremony at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32X30XMrcqs. Write a sentence describing the 
ceremony. 

21. Jarabe Tapatio is a traditional Mexican folk dance.  Watch the video of it 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drQPlLI0EyY   .  Why is this dance called the Hat Dance? 

22. Holy Week is the week between Palm Sunday and Easter. In Guatemala, there is a large 
celebration. Watch the video of the Good Friday procession in Antigua, Guatemala. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bit0UGFp1vw What are the people in the video doing? 

 
 



 
 
Caribbean 

23. Name the three island groups that make up the Caribbean Islands. (See page 145) 

24. The Bahamas are cays.  What is a cay (Look up the definition online)? 

25. Watch the video of the London National Steelband Competition at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eI4PbSh6g_Y .  Write a sentence describing the music.   

26. What are three resources found in the Caribbean? 

 

 

 

 

Read the information on Mexico & Central America on the following map page.  Color the labeled 
areas on Page 12 with colored pencils, and follow these instructions: 

 Color the outer border of each country and the name of each country the same color.  Only color 
the border (the area between the dotted lines.) 

 Color the Bahama Islands blue. 
 Color Cuba orange. 
 Color Jamaica green. 

  



  



 


